Ohio Division of State Fire Marshal
Smoke Alarm Lesson Plan

Course Title: Smoke Alarms
Target Audience:  General Public
Learning Level: Any

Time Needed: 20-30 Minutes
Prerequisites: None

Instructor Qualifications: Trained Fire Department Personnel or equivalent
Terminal Objective:

Following this presentation, the student shall be able to explain how smoke alarms can serve as
life-saving devices with proper placement and maintenance. (P

Enabling Objectives: After this lesson, students will be able to:

1. Explain the importance of having working smoke alarms in the home. @
2. List the proper locations for smoke alarm placement in the home. ©)
3. Describe how to properly maintain and replace smoke alarms in the home. ©)

Domain Legend: Cognitive (c), Affective (a), Psychomotor (p)

Materials, Resources and Media:

e Smoke Alarms with Battery
o Sealed battery device
o Replaceable battery device
e Smoke Alarm Handouts
o Sparky Safety Sheet
o NFPA Smoke Alarms
o Ohio Division of State Fire Marshal Smoke Alarms
o USFA Infographic
e Vision 20/20 Smoke Alarm Videos
o Every Home Needs Working Smoke Alarms
o Where Should You Place Smoke Alarms in Your Home
o Smoke Alarm Maintenance

Clock Time Main Points Methods, Media, Notes
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Show Video — Every Home Needs Working Smoke
Alarms -- then review
e Discuss dangers of smoke and gases when fire
happens
e Discuss how alarms notify when there’s
danger of smoke and fire
¢ Note the importance of leaving the home when
they sound

Show Video — Where Should You Place Smoke Alarms
in the Home — then review:
o Discuss that smoke alarms are needed in every
home
e Share info that alarms are needed on each level,
even in the basement
e Note importance of alarms inside and outside all
sleeping areas
e Place alarms on ceiling or high on wall
¢ Share information about avoiding placement
near kitchens and bathrooms
e Write the date found on back of alarm

Show Video — Smoke Alarm Maintenance — then:
e Review kinds of alarms
o Battery Operated
o Electric with battery backup
o Interconnected
o Sealed batteries
o Replace alarms ten years old or older
o Describe how to test all alarms once a month
o Listen for three beeps in a row
o Replace alarms or batteries (depending
on sealed or replaceable) when the
three-beep pattern isn’t heard

Application/Evaluation:

e Ask students to share what conditions smoke
alarms help to avoid when there’s a fire.

e Have students describe where they can or have
placed smoke alarms in their own homes.

e Pass smoke alarms around the classroom and
ask students to identify the location of the
manufacture date.

e Ask students how often alarms should be
tested.

e Ask students to share how often a smoke alarm
should be replaced.

alarm increase my
chances of surviving
afire?

Working smoke alarms
will alert occupants of
smoke — early detection
will increase escape time

Note that alarms may be
wired in a sequence or
that they may be wireless
interconnected devices

Alarms are needed
anywhere people sleep —
not just in bedrooms

It is important to know
when the alarm was
made.

Be sure to indicate
differences between
sealed battery devices
and replaceable batteries

Where should smoke
alarms be placed?

Explain how to properly
test a smoke alarm.

Use overhead questions
and allow students to
share their knowledge or
feelings about smoke,
fire and smoke alarms.
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