
Fireworks in Ohio
Frequently Asked Questions

Who can shoot fireworks in Ohio? 
Only a licensed fireworks exhibitor can discharge fireworks in Ohio. Those 
interested in becoming a licensed exhibitor must apply with the Bureau of 
Testing and Registration (T&R), pass an exam, and complete a background 
check. Applicants must submit a letter of proficiency in the handling and 
discharging of fireworks from an Ohio licensed exhibitor or possess a 
certified copy of a fireworks license from another state. 

What is the process for holding a fireworks exhibition?
An exhibition permit is required for all firework exhibitions, which is issued 
by the local fire chief, police chief or county sheriff. The permit specifies 
the date, time, location and other parameters of how the exhibition will 
be executed. Applicants must be a licensed fireworks exhibitor, and 
the fireworks must be purchased from an Ohio licensed wholesaler, 
manufacturer, or out-of-state shipper. Authorities inspect the exhibition site 
before, during and after the exhibition. Federal, state and local laws and 
regulations must be followed.
The exhibition must also comply with the Ohio Fire Code and the safety 
provisions outlined in the Ohio Revised Code. During the shoot, only 
registered employees and the certified fire safety official are allowed within 
the discharge site.

Are there penalties for failing to follow Ohio’s fireworks laws?
Yes. Most first-time violations are first-degree misdemeanors, punishable 
by up to a $1,000 fine and six months in jail. Illegal fireworks can be 
confiscated by law enforcement authorities. Violations include failing 
to transport fireworks out of state within the specified time period and 
discharging fireworks. 

Where are there more resources?
Visit the Frequently Asked Questions webpage or refer to the 2020 
Fireworks Redbook for answers to more fireworks questions. Contact T&R 
for more information about licensing requirements or exhibition permits.

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fcom.ohio.gov%2Fdocuments%2Ffire_FireworkexhibitorDMA81306.pdf%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2k_BopUmXCPC9IajdtoFEQR63PkF6wJJHy9chWNPKB0UQLH19TAk9BXlc&h=AT2NsEYIuHfHiodYH1xB2n1IPCp-bINzWX7OOYzuCzmSL5xK7AK9Pre-5nQBz44sKMGu9PXvnqVWYBem8q41Ofv5wpa9KLcHnOz7ACE_f0U2AJASvrWR3EsH5RG9et9X23V_0je_-pEOREHYlZ8
https://bit.ly/2MMhjmU
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fcom.ohio.gov%2Ffire%2FFAQ.aspx%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0sIQmDCMf5kEPzcT6hvIaxC_zYwf7Qfjcn_ynlGTBOU7MO11vF31spMM0&h=AT0V37yTJf2NbVXLsTtv15_C6fm9wfuXz_lepmc4UPnswpvv18-F0ZBNpRD57a9cp4KYiQvJnnEUAMn8WqyHkSqoZHT_shBv6s4CldAIfVtwmQA_1Dx7oUy52PUDTSAEDieZxw
https://bit.ly/2Ao4kp5
https://bit.ly/2Ao4kp5
mailto:webfmtr@com.state.oh.us

