SERIOUS HAZARD ORDER - 2017 OHIO FIRE CODE

To:  	_________________________	Location:	_________________________
	_________________________			_________________________
	_________________________			_________________________

On ______________, a Certified Fire Safety Inspector (Fire Code Official/FCO) employed by ______________________ _________________, Certification No. ___________, inspected the above location and observed the following conditions:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

These conditions constitute a SERIOUS HAZARD as that term is defined in Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) 1301:7-7-02, Ohio Fire Code (OFC) 202 and as further described in OAC 1301:7-7-01(I)(1)(c), OFC 109.1.3.  These conditions are also subject to: ___ OAC 1301:7-7-01(G)(6), OFC 107.6 [Overcrowding Prohibitions]; ___ OAC 1301:7-7-9(A)(7), OFC 901.7 [Fire Watch Requirements]; ___ OAC 1301:7-7-10(A)(2), OFC 1001.2 [Egress Impairments].
You are ORDERED to comply with the OHIO FIRE CODE portions of the OAC (1301:7-7-01 through 1301:7-7-80), including, as required by the Fire Code Official, not occupying and/or allowing occupancy of the above location, until the SERIOUS HAZARD is abated by taking the following actions:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
[bookmark: _GoBack]Failure to comply with this SERIOUS HAZARD ORDER is a violation of the Ohio Fire Code and may subject you to the issuance of a Citation under Revised Code (R.C.) §3737.42, the assessment of a civil penalty under R.C. §3737.51 and other enforcement actions authorized by R.C. §§3737.41 – 3737.51.  The SERIOUS HAZARD ORDER shall be prominently posted by you at the hazard site at a location observable by any members of the public at, or by any emergency responders to, the site. If this is not done, the Fire Code Official shall post this Order. The Fire Code Official shall convert this order to a Citation as soon as is practicable, which shall provide full Appeal rights to the Responsible Person.  This Order is not intended to be a complete listing of all violations of the OFC at this location and compliance with this Order does not necessarily mean that the location will not be subject to further enforcement actions. 
___________________________________________		____________________
Name of Certified Fire Safety Inspector/Certification #		Date
 
Selected OAC/OFC “Serious Hazard” Sections
OAC 1301:7-7-02, OFC 202. “Serious hazard.” A serious violation of the Ohio Fire Code shall be considered to exist if there is a substantial probability that an occurrence causing death or serious physical harm to persons could foreseeably result from a condition which exists, or from one or more practices, means, methods, operations or processes which have been adopted or are in use at a structure, location, vehicle or premise subject to the Ohio Fire Code. All distinct hazards constitute a serious hazard.
OAC 1301: 7-7-01(I)(9), OFC 109.1.3 Serious hazards.  If the state fire marshal, assistant state fire marshal, or certified fire safety inspector, upon examination or inspection, finds either of the following: 
(i) a structure, premise or location to be a “serious hazard” as that term is defined in this code; or
(ii) the conditions at such structure, premise or location constitute a violation of, or require the application of paragraphs (G)(6)(107.6) of this rule, (A)(7)(901.7) of rule 1301:7-7-09 of the Administrative Code or (A)(2)(1001.2) of rule 1301:7-7-10 of the Administrative Code to such places; 

the state fire marshal, assistant state fire marshal, or certified fire safety inspector is authorized to verbally order or order in writing, on a form approved by the state fire marshal, the structure, premise or location to comply with the fire code, including as described in paragraphs (G)(6)(107.6) of this rule, (A)(7)(901.7) of rule 1301:7-7-09 of the Administrative Code or (A)(2)(1001.2) of rule 1301:7-7-10 of the Administrative Code, or otherwise abate the conditions causing the serious hazard.

OAC 1301:7-7-01(G)(6), OFC 107.6 Overcrowding. It shall be a violation of this code for a responsible person to permit or engage in the overcrowding of any structure, building or premise beyond the approved capacity of such structure, building or premise or in a manner that constitutes a hazard to the occupants of the location. Overcrowding or admittance of any person beyond the approved capacity of a building or a portion thereof shall not be allowed. The fire code official, upon finding any overcrowding conditions or obstructions in aisles, passageways or other means of egress, or upon finding any condition that constitutes a life safety hazard, shall be authorized to order the event to be stopped until such condition or obstruction is corrected.

OAC 1301:7-7-09(A)(7), OFC 901.7 Systems out of service. Where a required fire protection system is out of service, the fire department and the fire code official shall be notified immediately and, where required by the fire code official, the building shall be either evacuated or an approved fire watch shall be provided for all occupants left unprotected by the shutdown until the fire protection system has been returned to service.

Where utilized, fire watches shall be provided with not less than one approved means for notification of the fire department and their only duty shall be to perform constant patrols of the protected premises and keep watch for fires.

OAC 1301:7-7-10, OFC 1001.2 Minimum requirements. It shall be unlawful to alter a building or structure in a manner that will reduce the number of exits or the capacity of the means of egress to less than required by this code.
