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Red flags that a protected 
individual is being abused: 
•  No explanation for large account 

withdrawals. 
•  No awareness or understanding of guardian’s 

financial decisions. 
•  Large loans or gifts made without regard to 

financial security.  
•  Social isolation. 
•  Total dependence on the guardian. 
•  Noticeable neglect or decline in appearance, 

grooming, or hygiene. 
•  Unusual degree of fear, anxiety, 

submissiveness or deference towards 
guardian.  

  

Red flags that a guardian is 
abusing protected individuals: 
•  Using guardianship authority to transfer 

property for guardian benefit.
•  Receiving personal payments from protected 

individual without court permission. 
•  Authorizing frequent cash withdrawals from 

the protected individual’s accounts without 
explanation.  

•  Using or borrowing property for personal 
benefit without court authorization.  

•  Being overly secretive about the protected 
individual’s finances.  

•  Depending on the protected individual’s 
personal finances.

•  Making unexplained decisions that are not in 
the protected individual’s best interest.  

•  Isolating the protected individual.   

What is guardian  
financial abuse?
Financial abuse by 
guardians occurs when the 
guardian improperly uses 
the protected individual’s 
funds, securities, property, 
or other assets. 

For example, the guardian  
takes money from the 
protected individual’s 
investment portfolio to buy 
a flashy car for the  
guardian’s personal use.

What can you do  
if you suspect guardian 
financial abuse?
Contact appropriate authorities, such as 
police, Adult Protective Services, state or 
provincial financial services regulators, or 
other government agencies with authority 
to stop guardian financial abuse.
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